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SrATE of Nzw-Hampsnine. 


In the Housk or REPRESENTATIVESs, 


: Juxx 7, 1787. 


and Mr. Emerſon, be a Committee to preſent 

' the Rev. Mr. Buckminſter with the thanks 

of this Houſe for his publick performances, and 

requeſt of him a copy of the diſcourſe delivered 

before the General-Court this day, that the ſame 
may be printed. : 4 


J. TED, That Mr. Pickering, Mr. Gains, 


| THOMAS BARTLET, Speaker P. T. 


S E R M O N, 


PREACHED BEFORE HIS EXCELLENCY 


THE. 


PRESIDENT, * 


. 
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Men, Brethren, and Fathers, 


SO Princes of any people, or repre- 
ſentatives of freemen, were ever 
| choſen to higher or more import - 
ant buſineſs than what will, pro- 
© bably, come before thoſe who are 
8 with theſe titles in the United States the 
preſent year. 


- 


Tu 


in working. 


43 i 
. 
4 


rr 
- 


VE 


Tax General-Aſſembly of this State was, per- 
haps, never convened at a ſeaſon that called louder 
for the wifdom of the wiſe, the underſtanding of 
the aged, the ſpeech of the truſty, or the guidance 


of him who is wonderful in counſel and excellent 
No, not in thoſe trying hours, 
when, in the face of the hoſtile power of Britain, 
the arm of America was lifted to Heaven, and 
the declared ſovereign and independent. If to 
recover the , bewildered traveller is as intereſting 
as to point him his way at firſt——if to extricate 
from embarraſſments require as much wiſdom as 
to prgyent them and if to ſave a kingdgm is 
as important as to found one, the truth of thoſe 
declarations will be readily conceded, 


— . + 


Taz fair morning that dawned over this infant 
empire, promiſing a ſerene and glorious day, is 
ſoon changed : the curtains of the heavens are 


ſpread, murmurs are heard in every region, © dark- 


neſs covers the land, and groſs darkneſs, the 


people. bw 


 * Unvyxa theſe circumſtances, it is matter of pe- 

culiar regret, that you are denied the learning, 

wiſdom, and piety, of that aged maſter of aſſem- 
— blies 
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1 
blies“ who was to hive led-you, this worning, f 


the altar of God, and brought you the meſfage 


from his ſacred word ; and by this diſappointment 
you are called to attend upon one, who is but a 
Son in the Goſpel, who would not have been ſo 
early choſen to this ſervice, could ſuch a diſap- 
pointment have been ſuppoſed probable. But 


taught to obey every G1dinance of man for the 


Lord's ſake, being called I came without gain- 
ſaying, and would now aſk for what intent you 
have ſent for me?” Educated in the ſchool of the 
Prophets, with which politics are not neceſſarily 


connected, you muſt expect no direction in your 
civil police. It would be almoſt preſumption in 


any of this deſcription, and would be arrogance 
in me, in our preſent deranged and diſtracted 
ſtate, when the wiſeſt Palinurus ſcarce knows 
which way to ſteer, to dictate to thoſe who age 
made politics their OE 


I ArpEAx, 8 as a | meſieiigen from the 
* of Hoſts, and as a ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
. Ze and 
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The Rev. Doctor Langdon, who for two years in ſucceſſion 


has been appointed to preach the election ſermon, but has 


been prevented by the infirmities of a broken bone. 


K 


and would lead your meditations to inſtructions | 
that he has given, peculiarly ſuited to circumſtan- 
ces like ours. You will find them in 


JAMES Ift, th, 


IF any of you lack wiſdom, let kim aſt of Ged, who 
' giveth all men liberally, and upbraideth not, 
and ig ſhall be given him. 


73 E RE is a GOD — and Man is his 
creature,— The ſovereign, independent, 
and all- perfect character of GOD, and the weak, 
dependant, and imperfe& character of Max, are 
clearly ſeen from the light of nature, reaſon, and 
experience. He muſt be a fool and without ex- 
cuſe, who ſaith in his heart, there is no God; or 


boaſts of his own powers and cues, as though 
he had not received them. 


WHEREVER we go, though among the moſt 

| barbarous of the earth, we ſee the Temple and the 
Altar, the ſacrifice and the oblation, tokens of ac- 

knowledged dependance upon an unſeen Power. 


WHAT 


89 
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War the light of nature dictates, revelation 
confirms, and teaches us, that though God made 
man after his own image, and gave him diſtin» 
guiſhed powers and capacities to be his ſubordinate 
guides and directors, in the duties of his elevated 
ſtation ; yet he communicated but his image, not 


his nature. He retained man dependant upon 


himſelf, and in his beſt ſtate man needed habitual 
inſtruction and direction from his all-wiſe Creator. 


Tuts golden age ãs paſt, the powers of man have 


| ſuffered an humiliating ſhock in the ſad apoſtacy of 


our race from God. * The underſtanding is 


darkened, being alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in us, by reaſon of 


the blindneſs of our hearts,” and though man 


would be wiſe, he is born with very little ae 
fron. to the exalted character. 


Many are the inſtances, in private life, in mere 
perſonal concerns, where the wiſdom of the pru- 


dent fails him, and he knows not what to do; 
well may we ſuppoſe it will not be more adequate 


to the complicated affairs of civil government, 

which involve the duty and intereſt of many indi- 

viduals, or that thoſe who are honored with the 
5 5 important 
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important charge of guiding and direQting thele 
will feel themſelves in leſs need of a ſuperie: 


Tutu is an inſtinctive propenſity in our na- 
tures, in ſcenes of perplexity and diſtreſs, eſpecially 
if they are become ſufficiently preſſing, to look 
out for foreign aid ; and the light of reaſon leads 
us ultimately to him who teacheth man know- 
ledge and giveth him underſtanding.” 


PaaveR to God for wiſdom is a duty of natu- 
ral religion; and perhaps no nation can be named 
That has not fought, in ſame expreſſive way, to 
the Deity it acknowledged, for help in «rouble, 
and guidance in important affairs of government. 
The Heathen mariners, with whom Jonah fied to 


Tarſhiſh, applied to this duty in the hour of their 


diſtreſs, and thought him a miracle of ſtupidity 
that he could ſleep and neglect it. The Romans, 
no leſs renowned for their wiſdom than their valor, 
paid a very aſſiduous attention to this duty; they 
conſulted their auſpices at the appointment of their 
civil and military officers, and at the determina» 
tion of every deſigu of conſequence. What they 
did from the unaſſiſted light of nature, we are di- 
rie 
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reſted to do by the light of divine revelation, and 
that glorious Being from whom alone help comes, 
ſays, If any man lack wiſdom, let him aſk of 
God.” And he not only poings us our duty, buy 
enjoins it under the higheſt encouragement ; for 
he aſtures us, be gives liberally. He is the all- 
wiſe and infinitely good God, and never ſaid to 
any, feek ye me in vain. 


Tux words of the text ſeem to be deſigned for 
the direction and encouragement of an individual 
in his private concerns, but they apply with higher 
energy and encouragement to thoſe that are en- 
truſted with the concerns of thouſands of indivi- 
. vals, in proportion to the greater dignity of their 
ſtation, the more intricate perplexity of their af- 
fairs, and the more extenſive influence of their 
meaſures. And he not only gives liberally, but 
he upbraideth not: he does not, as is too often 
the caſe with human counſellors, cenſure the weak- 
neſs or ignorance of his ſupplicants, the trifling- 
neſs of the occaſions upon which they apply, or 
their paſt neglect of him. He is not wearied with 
the frequency of their addreſſes, nor with the ear- 
- neſtneſs and perſeverance with which they purſue 
them, He wpbraideth not, but cloſes his encou- 

| | ragement 
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ragement with a promiſe of ſueceſs to him who 
aſks aright, it ſhall be given him. The meek he 
will guide in J ; the meek he will 2 
his way. 1 


Tur who are unacquainted with the great 
truths of the Goſpel, may be accepted in their im- 
mediate application to the throne of the q; vine Ma- 
jeſty; but they who have heard of Jeſus the me- 
diator, as advocate and interceſſor at the right hand 
of God, muſt approach in his name as they would 
hope for audience and acceptance; for no man 
cometh to the Father but by him, and there is no 
other name in which we can be heard. The apoſ- 
tle ſuggeſts as much in the words immediately 
following the text, when he ſays, Let him aſk 
in faith nothing wavering,” far Chriſt is the author, 
the object, and the medium of faith; and © what- 
ſoever we aſk 26 father in his name, believing, 
ve ſhall receive.“ 
1 Au ſenſible there are thoſe who, from the glo- 
rious perfections of the Deity, endeavor to derive. 
an argument againſt prayer; and improve the glo- 
ry of the divine character as a reaſon for withold- 
ing all explicit homage. Their argument is, that 
5 as 
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à God is an omniſcient and infinitely benevolent 
Being, he muſt know all our wants, and be ready 
to ſupply them; and as he is the unchanging God, 
the moſt fervent addreſſes can be of no efficacy. 
But the argument miſtakes the end and deſign of 
prayer, which is not to inſorm God, or influence 
him to change, but to render us proper objects of 
divine mercies, and fit us to receive them; and 

nothing can be plainer, from the word of God, 
than that prayer is the enjoined duty of thoſe that . 
need mercies, and the uſual pre- requiſite of Heaven 
to their beſtowal. Aſk and ye ſhall receive, I will 
be inquired of to do it for them. If any of you 
lack wiſdom, let him aſk of God.” If this be true, 
che omniſcience and unchangableneſs of God af- 
ford the ſtrongeſt arguments for prayer ; for with- 
out it he muſt, in an ordinary way, ſee us unfit to 
receive mercies, and muſt change his uſual method 
to beſtow them. 


Ix anſwer to our prayers for wiſdom and direc- 
tion, we are not to expect any oracular reſponſes, 
or miraculous communications; but a ſecret. 
divine energy attending the exerciſe of thoſe fa- 
eulties that heaven has given us to improve, di- 
recting their uſe, ſtrengthening them in exerciſe, 

| removing 
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removing darkneſs and difficulties out of the way, 
and fixing in thoſe reſolves which he will approve, 
whoſe counſel ſhall ſtand, and who will do all his 
pleaſure. Shall ſuch communications be thought 
impaſſible or improbable, from him who is a ſpi- 
it? Who is the Father of our fpirits, acquainted 
with all their powers and principles, and who can- 
not but have intimate acceſs to them? Are they not 
communications that are conſentaneous to the glo- 
rious character of God, as the all- perfect ſpirit, 
and to the character of man as a rational, moral, 
and yet dependant creature? Man's heart deviſeth 
his way, but the Lord directeth his ſteps. He 
giveth underſtanding to the ſimple, and takech the 
wiſe in their own craftineſs.” The objections to 


this duty, the ſcruples concerning it, — in 
infidelity and ignorance of God. 


I HAvR already cat the 3 nd 
facrifices of the Romans for wiſdom in the faireſt 
era of their commonwealth ; farther. to inforce the 
duty, as incumbent upon thoſe that are intruſted 
with the affairs of ſtates and empires, let me call 
your recollection to the attention paid to it by the 
renowned leaders of that people whoſe hiſtory is 
handed * in the ſacred pages. Moſes, their 


lawgiver 


( us ) 


lawgiver and deliverer, was 'a man of prayer, and 
though he had the ſpecial tokens of the divine 
preſence with him, in the pillars of cloud and fire, 
to be his general directors; yet, on various emer- 
gencies, we find him proſtrate before Jehovah, 
ſeeking ſpecial guidance and direction, and de- 
precating evils that impended his people, and the 
effect of his prayers, not once nor twice, was the 
 averting of thoſe evils, and proved the lengthening 
of their tranquility. David, no leſs diſtinguiſhed - 
for his valor than his piety, aſked counſel of the 
Lord in a great variety of inſtances. Solomon, 
his ſon, the wiſeſt of men, when he was about ſuc- 
ceeding his father in the throne of Iſrael, moſt ear- - 
neſtly beſought the Lord for a wiſe and underſtand- 
ing heart, to guide him in his kingdom. And in 
what attitude did he ever appear more dignified 
and exalted! God granted him his requeſt, and 
| what nation ever enjoyed greater power and proſ- 
perity, or roſe to more exalted heights of national 
glory, than this, under his adminiſtration, till he 
forſook the Lord, and called upon Gods that could 
not fave? Hezekiah befought the Lord for a 
way of eſcape, in a moſt critical and threatening 
fituation, and the Lord opened it for him, and 
reſtored proſperity. * in like circum- 
ſances, 


0160 


ſtances, fell proftrate before the Lord, and in theſe 


expreſſive laconic terms, poured forth his heart : 
Our God——we know not what to do: but our 
eyes are upon thee. And he ſtood ſtill, and ſaw 
the ſalvation of God. What need I more ſay ?- 
the time would fail me to mention the inſtances 


that might be adduced from the rulers of Iſrael and 


Judah. Let it ſuffice to obſerve, that in them was 
verified that obſervation of the wiſeſt of their 
kings, that when the righteous were in authority, 
the people rejoiced; but when the wicked bore 


rule, the people mourned. 


As we have examples of attention to this duty 
in the wiſeſt and beſt characters, and of ſucceſs 
following it, ſo we are not deſtitute of inſtances of 
unwiſe adminiſtration, and fooliſh reſolves, aſcrib- 
ed to the neglect of this duty. The children of 
Iſrael, impoſed upon by the craſt and ſubtilty of 
the Gibeonites, entered into a league with them, 
which was injurious to their intereſts, and led them 
to violate the expreſs injunctions of Jehovah; and 


this their raſh and unwiſe procedure is aſcribed. to 


their negle& to aſk counſel of the Lord. They 
that honor God he will honor, and they that deſ- 
pile him he will lightly eſteem. - The moral rea- 

5 ſons 
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ſons of God's government are ever the ſame, and 
they who neglect to aſk counſel of the Lord muſt. 
expect to have their councils turned into fooliſn- 
neſs, to meet darkneſs in their paths, ſee confuſion 
in their meaſures, and find themſelves entangled in 
the maze of their own errors“. Humble applica- 
tion to God for wiſdom and direction, is a duty 
\ incumbent upon all, eſpecially upon civil rulers 3 
it has been practiſed by all nations; the moſt dig- 
nified human characters have honored themſelves 
by their attention to this duty: it is expreſsly en- 
Joined by the all-wiſe God, and has been followed 
with defired ſucceſs. May I, then, be permitted, 
inſtead of thoſe particular addreſſes to the ſeveral 
branches of the legiſlature, which are common on 
thoſe occaſions, to addreſs to that honorable body, 
in their collective capacity, the direction of the 
text. : 7 gs 
C Cz In - 
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* Job ſpeaking of the Great God in his providential gov- 
_ ernment, ſays, ** He leadeth counſellors away ſpoiled, and 
maketh the judges fools. He taketh away the heart of the 
chief of the people of the earth, and cauſeth*them to wander 
in a wilderneſs where there is no way. They grope in the 
dark without light.” Job x11th,-17, 24. But they that 
wait on the Lord ſhall renew their ftrength.” Te, 


1 
| In a dark and threatening day, you are called 
to an high and honorable ſtation.” You have the 
moſt flattering teſtimonies to your wiſdom and 
abilities in thoſe ſuffrages of freemen, which have 
placed in your hands their moſt important temporal 
concerns, in their preſent perplexed and embarraſ- 
ſed Kate, Yet I ſhould pay but an ill compliment to 
your heads or your hearts, to ſuppoſe you felt your- 
ſelves equal to the arduous taſk ;_or were uncon- 
ſcious of your needing ſuperior inſtruction and 
guidance, Unable to afford any direction my- 
ſelf, I have endeavored to point you tg. him who 
teacheth man knowledge, and giveth him under- 
fRanding; and to refreſh your memaries with a 
direction that he has given to them that are em- 
barraſſed. His miniſters you are, as well as re- 
preſentatives of freemen ; all civil rulers ſtand in 
this elevated ſtation, and are clothed with a dele- 
gated power from the King of Kings. This is an 
additional reaſyn why they ſhould wait on God 
for inſtruction. *The foreign miniſter of an earthly 
monarch, would ſoon meet the frowns of his royal 
' maſter, who, in affairs important and perplexed, 
ſhould neglect to aſk inſtruction, when there was 
an opportunity of obtaining it. And ſhall the mi- 
niſter of the King of Kings be more excuſable in 
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neglecting his divine maſter, who; is infinite in 
wiſdom, and has enjoined him in his commiſſion, 
If he lack wiſdom, to aſk of God. Tou have 
worthily commenced the buſineſs of the year, by 
appearing in the moſt exalted attitude in which 
| mortals can appear, bowing at the Altar ef the 
Lord for his inſtruction and bleſſing, It is only 
to be regretted that you have not had a more sKil- 
ful maſter of aſſemblies to lead your devotions.— 
You will, doubtleſs, commence the buſineſs of 
every day with humble prayer to God, and in 
thoſe addreſſes be careful not to repeat the folly 
of God's ancient people, of drawing nigh with 
the lip and honoring with the mouth, while the 
heart is far from him. Praying to God is pre- 
ſenting the defires of our hearts, and ſaying amen 
to him that giveth thanks. You will not content 
yourſelves with a public addreſs to God for general 
dire&ion, but will carry every important ſubject 
to your cloſets, and beg of God to ſhew Lane the 
ſafe and' the Ne Way. 


Concrans of the higheſt moment will, doubt- 
leſs, come before you, in the courſe of the preſent 
year, and your deciſions may greatly affect the 
intereſt of the preſent aud ſucceeding generations. 

| This 


46 
This heightens the importance of the offices that 
are to be filled by your ſuffrages, and ſhews your 
need of a divine influence to guide you in your 
choice. Let nothing be done through prejudice 
or partiality, and remember that thoſe are not, in 
general, moſt worthy of offices who ſeek them, but 
thoſe who are ſought by them. If you lack wiſ- 
dom, aſk it of God ; imitate the example of the 
Apoſtles, who, though poor in this world, were 
under a divine guidance, and ſay, Thou, Lord, 


who knoweſt the hearts of all, ſhew whether of 
theſe thou haſt choſen,” 


Bronx the year expires you will, probably, have 
laid before you the reſolutions of the Convention 
for reviſing the Confederation, by whoſe determi- 
nations and the conſequent conduct of the States, 
it is ſuppoſed, the intereſts of this new empire will 
be greatly affected; and a way opened for her riſing 
into greatneſs, or cloſed againſt all her future 
proſpects. In an affair of ſuch magnitude ſeek in- 
ſtruction from him whoſe miniſters you are, and 
give your ſuffrages as thoſe that feel the fate of 
millions hanging on their hand, Who, that was to 
decide the fate of an individual, but would moſt 
devoutly pray to be directed aright ? How much 
more important will be your deciſions ! 
1 Tur 


4 

Tux embarraſſed ſtate of our finances ; the preſ- 
ſure of public and private debts; and ways and 
means of relief; will, probably, employ many of 

your hours; and it is not impoſſible that the ſub= 
ject of paper-money will again call up your atten- 
tion. And will you not need wiſdom to guide 
you in this labyrinth? If the circulating medium 
could be increaſed, it would probably afford ſome 
relief in our preſent exigencies ; and, if the legiſ- 
lature of New-Hampſhire are in poſſeſſion of the 
fancied philoſopher's ſtone, or the fabled tranſmu- 
ting touch of Midas, they might liſten to a pro- 
poſal of paper- money ; but if they are not, reaſon 
and experience reprobate the meaſure, as having 
2 direct tendency to put out of circulation every 
ſhilling of hard money, as a mean of further em- 
barraſſment, and an engine of oppreſſion, fraud, 
and cruelty, and no wiſdom, human or divine, 
can dictate a meaſure that leads to ſuch evils. As 
in divinity there can be no faith contrary to reaſon, 
ſo in politics there can be no wiſdom contrary to 
righteouſneſs. © Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, 
but ſin is the reproach of any people.” Righteouſ- 
neſs 1s the rule of God's adminiſtration, and ought 
to be the rule of theirs who reign or decree juſtice 
by him. Maxims of convenience, or even of ſup- 
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| poſed neceſſity, as rules of legiſlation, to the diſ- | 
regard of juſtice, righteouſneſs, and truth, muſt 
ever involve in perplexity, and lead on to ruin. 
Fiat juſtitia, ruat Cælum, is a motto that ought to 
be inſcribed over the door of every houſe of legiſ- 
lation, and engraven on the breaſt of every legiſla- 
tor. When Darius, king of Perſia, lay a dying, 
his ſon aſked him by what art he had ſo happily 
managed the government, and ſo long preſerved 
himſelf in it, to which he received this me- 
morable anſwer, © That it was by doing in all things 
that which was juſt both towards God and Man.” 

© The righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs, and 
his countenance doth behold the upright, but the 
face of the Lord is againſt them that do evil. 
The direction of God to his ancient people, re- 
peatedly recorded in the book of God, which 
ſpeaks its importance, is worthy the ſerious conſi- 
deration of every legiſlator. © Thou ſhalt not 
<< have in thy bag divers weights, a great and a 
ce ſmall: thou' ſhalt not have in thy houſe divers 
ce meaſures, a great and a ſmall: but thou ſhalt 
<« have a perfect and juſt weight, a perfect and 
« juſt meaſure ſhalt thou have: that thy days may 
« be lengthened: in the land which the Lord 

thy. 


1 


* 


„ Prideaux, Vol. II. page 194. 
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« thy God giveth thee: for all that do ſuch 
cc things, and all that do unrighteouſly, are 
© an abomination unto the Lord thy God.“ 
If weights and meaſures are to be of a fixed and 
invariable ſtandard, moſt certainly the medium of 
commerce, or trade, ought to be fixed and inva- 
riable, for that is the weight and meaſure of every 
interchangeable commodity. “ That which is 
« the rule of juſtice muſt itſelf be juſt, if it be 
ce otherwiſe it is a conſtant cheat. And a great 
writer® of ancient date, whoſe paſſions could not 
be heated by the experiences of our day, has ſaid, 
« To have an uncertainty in weights and meaſures 
« is like a corruption in judgment, it cheats un- 
ce der color of juſtice, and thus to deceive a man 
ce to his damage, is worſe than picking his pock- 
< ets, or robbing him on the high-way . 
Tux only probable way of increaſing the 'cir- 
culating medium, to the benefit of the public, is 
by giving up, forever, the idea of paper-money ; 
and by a ſtri& regard to juſtice in all public mea- 
ſures, reſtoring to men of property in the govern» 
ment a canfidence, that when they have parted 
with 
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* Henry on Leviticus, 19. 


6240 
with their property they may, ſome time or other, 
realize it again. This, I have no doubt, would 


ſoon afford a ſufficiency of circulating caſh, for all 


the purpoſes of mutual intercourſe, and internal 
commerce. 


Tux time would fail me to particularize the im- 
portant matters that will engage your attention, 
but whatever they may be, in them all acknow- 
ledge God, and he will direct your ſteps; delibe- 
rate upon them in his fear; and if you lack wiſ- 
dom, aſk of God, who giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not. This habitual application to 
God, for guidance and direction, will not only 
ſecure you the ſecret influence you need, as it 
is God's appointed method of beſtowing it, but 
it will have a natural tendency to bring coolneſs 
and candor into your debates, to form your minds 
to that ſerene and placid ſtate, which, like the un- 
ruffled ſurface of the water, reflects the images of 
objects juſt as they are, and it will ſuppreſs that 
prejudice and partiality, thoſe . heated paſſions and 
prepoſſeſſions from which the greateſt minds are not 
free, but which form as falſe a medium of viſion 
as the agitated ſurface of the troubled deep. The 
mind that has reached the Throne of Grace in 


elevated 


Cad. 
elevated devotion, in retiring from that place of 
ſerenity and calmneſs, wilPbring a tincture of the 
region into the legiſlative areopagus, and ſpread 
a luſtre all around him, reſembling the luſtre of 
Moſes' face when he came from Mount Sinai 
from. immediate converſe: with God, 


LzT me, then, again recommend to you 
the direction of the text, aſk counſel of the 
Lord, call upon him, not only upon ſet and 
formal occaſions, in public and in ſecret, but 
whenever your deciſion is called for, upon 
any important matter, let the devout breath- 
ing of your heart, to him that teacheth man know- 
ledge, prepare you to judge for him who is with 
you in the judgment; nor need you ſay who ſhall 
aſcend to Heaven to bring God down from 
above: he ſtandeth in the congregation of the 
mighty ; he judgeth among the Gods. Nor are 
ſuch ejaculatory addreſſes without precedent or 
precept. | 


— NzmgMIan, While he was cup-bearer to 
king Artaxerxes, and was performing the du- 
ties of his office in the preſence of his royal maſ- 
ter, lifted up his heart to God for direction and 
'D ſucceſs 
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ſyeceſs in what he meditated for his people, and 
he was heard and anfwered in the ſeeret aſpira- 


- Honorantz- will be that civil ruler who 
imitates Nehemiah in his piety, and happy wilt 
he be who is ſo great a benefactor to his people. 
of any of you lack wiſdom let him aſk of God, 
er who giveth to all men liberally, and ee 
vo * and it ſhall be given him.“ 


I am not lanes chat mt have been 

furprized at the choice of our fubject on this oc« 
cafion, and will be difappointed, that they have 
not been amuſed with a diſſertation upon the 
nature of civil government, the character of civil 
rulers, the dignity of their office, and its impor- 
tance to the world. They may vonder that they 
have heard nothing of the natural and political 
advantages of this country, and its proſpects of 
future eminence and glory. Theſe are pleaſing 
and important ſubjects, and had 1 viewed our 
fituation leſs ſerious than I do, and thought it an 
era for ſpeculation, I ſhould with pleafure, indulged . 
my imagination upon ſome of theſe themes. 
But, LY F have any diſcernment in the ſigns of 
the 


( | 


the times, America is appraching a moſt inte, 
reſting criſis; and, if ever civil rulers found oc» 
caſion to be ſerious, to lay aſide all levity, and 
ſummon up manly thought and reflection; if ever 
they found occaſion to ſeek ſuperior guidance and 
inſtruction, the rulers of this year will find the 
occaſion repeated : and by them will be CT 
the fate of this empire. 


\F 


Warn a beautiful edifice ſtands firm on its 
foundation, the ſpectator may juſtly amuſe him- 
elf in contemplating its ſymmetry, proportions, 
ornaments, and proſpects; but, if it were totter- 
ing to its fall, he would be unpardenable to be 
thus employed, and ei 
and reſtore it. 
| 23314 013419 un e 
I avs predicted the future W of Americi; 
yet nothing but an attention to the duty that his 
now been recommended, and a conſequent con- 
duct, RG IRR to it, will verify that Leng 
diction. | 
Our political fituatian is not lefs hazardous or 
- threatening than was the real ſituation of the Ma- 


. with Jonah, when Heathen could exclaim, 
. Awake, 
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e Awake, O ſleeper, and call upon thy God !”— 
Our ſins, our neglect of God, and forgetfulneſs of 

him, are the-Jonah that have raiſed the tempeſt, 
and however hard we may -row to bring them to 


land, they muſt be caſt over-board, or the 195 
will ſink. 


Ir we could be perſuaded to ariſe as call upon 
God, in fincerity and faith, amend our ways and 
doings that are not good, and give ourſelves up 
to his guidance in the practice of piety, righteouſ- 

' neſs, and'virrue. If our civil rulers, who are in 
the view of Heaven, and of ſurrounding nations, 

as all the people; whoſe examples are of the moſt 
extenſive influence, would acknowledge God in 
all their ways, and fincerely aſk wiſdom of him 
who giveth liberally, and upbraideth not, —he _ 
would cauſe light to ariſe in our darkneſs, bring 
order out of our confuſion, and eſtabliſh and com- 
plete the fair political edifice, whoſe foundation he 
has ſo happily laid; and this is the only way in which 
complete deliverance can ariſe to us, unleſs God 
| ſhould change his adorable perfections, or alter 
the general rule of his adminiſtrations ; for © they 
that honor him, he will honor; and they that def- 

pi him, he will lightly eſteem,” 
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7 ux infidel and libertine, WhO 121 too ſelf- 
ſufficient to acknowledge their dependance upon 
Jehovah, will ſtile all this rant and ſuperſtition 3 
but there can be none of theſe characters among 
our civil rulers: for the conſtitution provides, 
that they ſhould be of the Proteſtant religion, | 
and he who is too wiſe, in his own conceit, to aſk 
| counſel of God, muſt be viewed too weak in the 
opinion of freemen, to be intruſted with their 
concerns; for there is more hope of a fool than 
of him. And that civil miniſter of Jehovah, 
who neglects his divine maſter, whatever repu- 
tation may attend his adminiſtration here, will . 
have a moſt ſolemn account to give when the 
| kingdoms of this world ſhall all be blotted out, 
and the earth and heavens be diſſolved. Is there 
| ſuch an event moſt certainly to take place 
There is ſomething, then, more important to us 
all, whether as rulers or as ſubjects, than ſecuring. 
a happy ſtate of civil government here, which is 
ſecuring our hearts before God, being intereſted 
in his love and favor, that when all theſe things 
ſhall be diſſolved we may receive a kingdom that 
cannot be ſhaken, and enter into that glorious 
city, the new Jeruſalem, where ſhall be perfe& + 
liberty without licentiouſneſs, perfect govern- 

ment 
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ment without oppreſſion; a city that needeth 
not the light of the ſun, neither of the moon, 
"to ſhine in it; the glory of God enlightening 
it, and the Lamb being the light thereof. 
God grant, that, whatever be the fate of ſtates 
and empires here, ot our ſituation, as ſubjects 
of them, we may, in the kingdom of glory, find 
cl en e +4 
wow jos. + 


„ F. if: 


